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accident that a Nazi would end up in
Tibet: Since the last century, Tibet has
been an obsession of Western occultism,
from its British imperial form to its
Nazi manifestation.

Halford Mackinder of the London
School of Economics, who founded
British imperial “geopolitics” at the turn
of this century, and his German follower
Prof. Karl Haushofer, were fixated on
the geopolitical “importance” of Tibet.
Haushofer visited the Himalayas in the
company of Lord Kitchener, a Viceroy
of the British Raj in India, and Tibet.
He was also profoundly influenced by
the Russian geopolitical mystic Gurdji-
eff. Haushofer was a mystic of the
Thule Society, the cult of the “Aryan”
myth and breeding ground of the Nazi
Party, which adopted myths of a super
race hidden in Tibet, from Madame
Blavatsky’s Theosophists.

The Great Worm Rescue

So, how does Hollywood deal with all
this? Brad Pitt, sporting a lisp as an
attempt at a German accent (which, for-
tunately, he forgets as the movie pro-
gresses), portrays Harrer as a troubled
young man with a serious attitude prob-
lem—the only advantage being that he,
supposedly, has as much of a negative
attitude to Nazi authority as to any other.

This “attitude” enables him, with
one other companion, to escape the
British and make his way into Tibet.
After a few brushes with the nastier

realities of Tibetan life, Harrer and
friend enter the city of Lhasa, and leave
all their troubles behind. Here, he is
befriended by the local nobility, and
eventually is introduced to the young
Dalai Lama, whom he fills in on the
great world (Dialogue: “I want you to
build me a movie theater,” and, “Tell
me, what is an elevator?”).

The first request leads to the high-
light of the movie: the great worm res-
cue. On complying with his youthful
holiness’s request to be able to see
movies, Harrer/Pitt begins construction
of a small theater. Digging the founda-
tion leads to a problem, apparently not
encountered before: the worms in the
dirt. Perhaps had Harrer not had such
an attitude, the worms would all have
courteously vacated the area. As it is, the
Tibetan workers will not continue to
dig for him, because, as one official
explains, “These worms could all be
your mother, and we cannot kill them.”
Fathers, one must presume, manage to
find themselves other futures. Lamas
come to the rescue, and each worm is
lovingly taken away, to be re-buried
where they are safe from the Dalai’s
building plans.

Meanwhile, Harrer’s attitude is also
undergoing changes, as he encounters
Tibetan life. He loses the girl, despite
displaying his scrapbook of his moun-
taineering achievements, which some-
how survived two years in the
Himalayan wilderness, and finally

walks off into the sunset, to recover his
son, born in Austria after Harrer was
already incarcerated in the Indian
P.O.W. camp.

The message: He stepped into “par-
adise,” only to lose it again. Pitt and
friend repeatedly compare China to the
Nazis; all Chinese in the movie, repre-
senting either the earlier Republic of
China or the succeeding People’s
Republic, are nasty, underhanded, and
slit-eyed. The first set bribe and spy; the
second set stomp and shoot. In one
scene, where representatives of the
P.L.A. fly into Lhasa to attempt to nego-
tiate with the Tibetans, they are greeted
by Tibetan defenses: melting yak-butter
models of Tibetan gods, twirling lamas,
bleating horns, and droning monks.
Any person from a civilized nation,
would have thought he had walked into
a madhouse.

Other China-Hating Gems

In addition to Seven Years in Tibet, Hol-
lywood’s cultists are releasing two other
gems: one is MGM’s Red Corner, star-
ring Buddhist and Dalai Lama-friend
Richard Gere. The film calls itself a
“thriller” about Beijing’s Intermediate
Court and the death penalty. While
MGM attempted to claim that the film
is “not political,” Gere demanded that
its release be accelerated, to the very day
that Chinese President Jiang Zemin
arrived in Washington for the summit
with President Clinton.

A third film, Disney’s Kundun, is an
adulatory version of the life of the Dalai
Lama, directed by Martin Scorsese and
written by Melissa Mathison, wife of
Hollywood megastar Harrison Ford.
According to screenwriter Mathison,
“The fascination [with Tibet] is the
search for the third eye. Americans are
hoping for some sort of magical door
into the mystical, thinking there is some
mysterious reason for things, a cosmic
explanation.”

Hollywood may find Tibetan
Lamaism heaven on earth, but one
hopes the rest of the United States can
rise above the appeal of worms and yak-
butter.

—Mary Burdman

Tibet’s Dalai Lama: Hiding an S.S. epaulet?
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